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The chief prpese of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
ying 


nautics to the 


personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 


Guard, and others connected with regres 
--=000--— 


THE FLIGHT TO BO 


The second "Good Will" flight this 
year of Army Air Corps planes to a South 
American. republic, to represent the 
United States at the inauguration cere- 
monies of a president-elect, terminated 
successfully at Langley Field, Ve., the 
point from which it started, at 1:45 
p.m., Friday, August 12th, 

The ote bare used on this flight, 
three B-17 "Flying Fortresses," under 
the command of Major Vincent J. Meloy, 
Air Corps, negotiated the long journey 
over land and water to Bogota, e capi- 
tal of the Colombian Republic, and re- 
turn, without incident. 

On the homeward-bound dourney. the 
Army flyers, on August llth, met in a 
rendezvous over Chapman Field, Miami, 
Fla., the Army's mightiest Bombardment 
airplane, the XB-15, which was piloted 
by Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds, Air Corps, 
commanding the Second Bombardment Group, 
GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va. He 
was accompanied by Brigadier General 
Arnold N, Krogstad, Air Corps, command- 
ing the Second Wing of the: GHQ Air Force. 

Olonel Olds was the leader of the ex- 
pedition of six B-17's on the first 

Good Will" flight this year - last Feb- 
- to-Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

The rendezvous over Cha . Field was 
effected at 2:15 p.m,, following which 
Col, Olds landed the huge Bombardment 
airplane, which is one-third larger than 
the B-17, at the Municipal Airport at 
Miami, He had made the flight from 
Langey Field to Miami in very good 


. The expedition of three B-17's, with 
_— Vincent J. Meloy, Flight Commander, 
pi oting Plane No, 51; Major Harold L, 
eorge, Plane No, 62, and Major Caleb V. 
Haynes, Plane No, 80, took off from 
Lenghey Field on the south-bound qourney 
to go te at 9:00 a.m,, August 3rd, and 
landed at the Muhicipal Airport at Miami 
at 2:35 o'clock that afternoon, covering 
the distance of 850 miles in about oF 
hours. After the take-off Sh Pr ey 
Field, each airplane navigated on its 
own, effecting a rendezvous over Jack- 
sonville, Fla., at 12:30 p.m. From 
there on into Miami, visual contact was 
maintained, The weather was favorable 
thro %, with scattered clouds, good 
visibility and moderate winds. 


GOTA, COLOMBIA 


After the landing at Miami, the re- 
mainder of the afternoon and all of the 
following A were spent in servicing, 
maintenance adjustment of equipment. On 
the evening of es ar ord, e officers 
were the guests of the Miami Rod and 
Reel Club at an informal dinner, The 
Press Relations Officer of the flight, 
Lieut. Frederick E. Glantzberg, deliver- 
eda gg eS gb fob 3 oP iiont 
purpose and composition o e f 
= a poe LA pea ete Shae. sid 

ery ear morning, $ , 
the Army airmen took off from the Air- 
port at 3:00 o'clock. A run of about 25 
sooume was sufficient to lift each 

SC. 

ere was no wind at the surface and 
at qoviaeee eee y ce ten sane 
By day t : a.m.), e was 
well south of Cuba, each plane again be- 
ing navigated individually. <A rendez- 
vous was effected over arrange tie 
Colombia, at 8:55 a.m,, and visual con- 
caeh re apg der fet aoe pear to Bogo- 

a. rong hea nds delayed progress 
somewhat, and the lnntine at Bogota was 
made within thirty minutes of the pre- 
diction from Mi sent to the Amrican 
Legation by cable the ego So day. De- 
spite the altitude of the vel, poo 3 
Bogota (8,660 feet above sea level), all 
planes made perfect landings, 

Approximately 3,000 persons were pres- 
ent at the airport at the time of land- 
ing. An adequate guard of Colombian 
soldiers was present and remained to 
guard the planes Gir ing wig stay. The 

ecial Ambassador to the Inauguration, 

. Jefferson Caffery; the Charge de 
Affaires of the American Legation, Mr. 
Winthrop §. Greene; the U.S. Nav 
Attache, Captain John C, Munn, were . 
present and introduced a large number 
of officials of the Colombian Govern- 
ment, military and diplomatic, to the 
senior members of the ste ot 

Due to the crowded conditions in the 
city, caused by thousands of visitors 
coming to Bogota to witness the inaugu-~ 
ration of the President-Elect, Dr. 
Eduardo Santos, hotel space was avail- 
able only for the three airplane com- 
manders, the remaining officers irc 
accommodated in a privats home, Ano 
home was turned over to the enlisted 


~_ V-7816 : A. C. 








personnel, who were furnished a bus for 
the movement to and from the field, one 
man rae | left with each plane at all 
times. 11 of the personnel of the 
flight were guests of the Colombian Gov- 
ernment during the stay at Bogota, and 


the provisions made for them were entire- 


ly satisfactory ih spite of conditions 
in the city. 

In the afternoon of August 5th, all 
members of the fli 
ed men on duty, attended the ceremonies 
incident to 
games, these being the 0 ic tryouts 
of the Republics liberated by Simon 
Belivar, namely, Panama, Venezuela, 


Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru and Colombia. The 


President, Alfonso Lopez, and a distin- 
guished gathering of military and diplo- 
matic representatives of all nations, 
Fere present in a special stand, e 
appearance of the members of the flight 
was the signal for prolonged applause. 

In the evening an informal reception 
was tendered the officers at the Bogota 
Jockey Club, attended by many of the in- 
fluential citizens. 

On Saturday, August 6th, the senior 
officers were guests at a reception by 
the Bolivian Minister at noon at the 
Jockey Club. At one o'clock, all offi- 
cers were guests at a luncheon at the 
Military School, tendered the President 
and President-Elect, About 500 persons 
attended, including the military and 
naval personnel of all delegations to 


the Inauguration. 
In the early evening the officers at- 


tended a party eo Captain Munn, 
U.S. Navy, at which about 150 persons 
were present. Later, the officers at- 


tended the pre-inaugural ball of the 
Mayor of Bogota, in honor of the Presi- 
dent and the President-Elect. This was 
a most smpO sine and colorful event,last- 
ing until light, and attended appa- 
rently by al e great and near-great 
of the country, as well as the visiting 
Oe manta: sidiet 70, #56 inengwral 
» Augus ’ e er 
ceremonies were held, beginning at 3:00 
p.m, As originally planned, only four 
senior officers were to attend with the 
American ssador's party. However,at 
the personal direction of the President- 
Elec ace was provided so as to per- 
mit all the officers to attend. The 
ceremonies were held in a large hall in 


the Capitol and, des ay 
,were most impressive, lasting 

until well after seven in the evening. 

At noon on Monday, August 8th, a brief 
but impressive ceremony was held in the 
main cemetery of the city. It had been 
suggested by the flight commander that a 
tribute be paid victimof the disaster of 
July 24th, in which an ai of 
Colombian Air Force crashed into a crowd 
attending dedication ceremonies of a 
military ground at Santa Ana,near 
Bogota, as a result of which 64 persons 


t, except the enlist- 
e opening of the Bolivarian 





i{had been killed and 80 were still in 
|hospitals. As arranged through the Le- 
| gat on, a military band, a detachment of 
|cadets from the Military School, the 
President with an escort of military 
| dignitaries, the American Ambassador,and 
‘the entire membership of the flight were 
ipresent. A wreath was laid at one of 
the receiving vaults in the cemetery, and 
'Major a | made a brief but effective 
speech, e newly installed President 
responded, Altho the entire proceed- 
ings lasted only about fifteen minutes, 

| the general effect was most impressive. 
At three o'clock, the foreign dele- 
ates to the Ina ation were received 
y the President in the Palace, where he 
| gegekes the commissioned members of the 
itlight individually. At this ceremony 
Major Meloy presented a letter of greet- 
ing and felicitation from Presiden 
Roosevelt to President Santos, Later he 





| Was given a reply to transmit to 
ay ton 


tol 
six o'clock, a party was given by 
j|the Colombian Air Force at the Granada 
Hotel for all members of the flight. 
Ambassador Caffery attended and shook 
hands with the enlisted personnel, prads- 
ing their work’ in this flight. A recep- 
|tzon by the Chilean Minister in the even- 
| ane OommL enon the list of official events 
ir) e stay. " 

| he American airmen took off onthe 








lhomeward bound journey at 9:15 a.m, 
‘August 9th. Say SFSSy SINE in readi= 
‘ness for the departure, no difficult 
iwas experienceu in taxing off the "Fy- 
jing Fortresses" from the run at El 
beend Bogota, despite the high eleva- 
i tion, 

| Lieut, Glantzberg, navigating officer 


jend press relations representa ive of 
ithe flight, released the following in- 
| formation on the flight to the Canal 
‘Zones 
' Wht 9:22, after passing over Bogota 
in a salute to President Eduardo tos, 
the planes headed northwest gh be er 
pass toward Palenquero on the Magdalena 
River. At 9:40, as the planes passed _ 
over Palenquero, the course was changed 
due north, The 224 miles to San Marcos, 
Colombia, was covered in one hour and 8 
minutes, and at 10:48 the course was 
again changed and the planes headed di- 
rectly toward Colon, Panama, 

While there was a high overcast and 
the ground was obscured by low clouds 
during most of the flight, the planes 
remained in the clear, between two lay- _ . 
ers of clouds. An occasional glimpse of 
the ground through the lower clouds gave 
the navigators a check on their drif 
and position. . Both radio and celestial 
navigation was used by the navigators, 
i peit ca eee Pegaso es 

route of COB, ¥ 

is 130 miles Fur ther than the direct. . 
route from Bogota .to Roleny, was taken. 
jbecause Lieut., Torgils G. Wold, the 
2 V-7816, A.C. 
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weather officer on the flight, predicted 
bad weather on the direct route. One 
hundred miles out of Colon, the flight 
was forced to detour fifty miles to the 
south in order to avoid a storm." 

France Field was reached in three 
hours and forty minutes, The flight was 
greeted on afrival by Brigadier General 

orge C. Brett, Comman the 19th 
Wing, A reception was tendered the vis- 
iting officers from 4 to 6 p.m. at the 
Officers' Club at France Field. 

August 10th was t on maintenance 
and servicing. During the morning, the 
Comman General of the Panama 1 
i ams i Major General David L. Stone, 
and General Brett, flew over from the 
saotod ee S1FTe tery feary Sates 

© 8. ery heavy rains set 
in during the afternoon and lasted well 
into the night. 

In spite of the heavy rains, the field 
was firm for the take-off, and the 
weather being clear, departure from 
Panama was made at -8:30 on the morning 
of see’ lith. The flight across the 
Caribbean was uneventful and was made 
thro scattered clouds. A rendezvous 
was elfected over Cienfuegos, Cuba, at 
oe Prides soni ies 

Oliowing the rendezvous over Chapman 
Field with the XB~15, piloted by Lieut. 
Colonel Olds, a landing was effected at 
the Miami Airport at 2:45 p.m, - 

The flight departed from Miami at 
9:30 a.m,, August l2th, and proceeded b 
air line route to Langley Field. Detach- 
ments repregenting the units of the 2nd 
Bombardment Group were on the line upon 
arrival, A few words of greeting from 
the senior officer, a brief response 
by the flight commander, a few pictures 
taken, and the flight was over. 

Lieut, Colonel Olds, in his XB-15, did 
not accompany the thiée B-17's from 
Miemi and he*arrived at Langley: Field 
later in. the afternoon. 

The B-17'5 ereseuee a speed of 200 
miles per hour or better for the flight 
to Bogota and return. From Miami to 
Langley Field the average speed was 
210 miles per hour, | 

Many members of this flight 
pated in the epoch-making flight of the 

Flying Fortresses" to Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, and return, last February, 
e Air o Hagehip, in. aboard Plane 


artici- 


No, 51, the ship, in addition to 

Major pate, & pilot and flight commander, 
were Captains Alva L. Harvey. Ford J. 

Lauer, lst Lieuts. Frederick BE. Glantz- 
berg, Edwin L. Tucker, Staff Sergeant 
Henry L, West, Corporals John §, Gray, 
5 D. Lake and Private Joseph Hd, 


In Plane No, 62, piloted by Major 


Harold L, George, were also or. 

les Y. ili, Captain Carl B. 
McDaniel, lst Lieuts. William C.Bentley, 
William 


- Math Master Sergeant 
Floyd B, Haney “stare Sergeant Ralph W. 
Spencer, Sergeant Frank BR Conner ma 





‘Private lst Class Norbert D, Flinn. 


‘The companions of Major Caleb V, Hayner 
who piloted Plane No. 80, were lst Lieuts 
Curtis EH, LeMay, Richard S. Freeman, 

Fone? wee G, Wold, 2nd Lieut. James H, 
Rothrock, Technical Sergeant A. Cattarius 
Staff Sergeant. Charles S, Guinn, Corporal 
James E, ds and Private lst Class 
Russell E. Junior. 

Majors Meloy, George and Haynes each 
pate ed a Bel7 on the Buenos Aires 

light. Other personnel who were mem- 
bers of that expedition, in addition to 
the one to Bogota, were Captain Harvey, 
Iieuts, Tucker, Giantzberg, Wold, LeMay, 
Freeman, Matheny, Technical Sergeant 
Cattarius, Staff Sergeant West, Corpo- 
rals Lake, Sands, Privates Flinn, Walsh 
and Junior, 

Elaborate precautions were taken to 
provide the crews against practically 
any mishap on the trip to Bogota. Safety 
measures included individual pneumatic 
life vests and jungle kits, th mosqui tc 
nets, medicine, emergency rations, drink. 
ing water, fishing hooks and lines, and. 
other necessities, In addition to the lif: 
vests and two inflatable rubber boats, 
each plane has an gucngency flotation. 
system which expells the gasoline and 
uses the gasoline tanks to keep the 
plane afloat, 

The latest and most vp; te-fate naviga- 
tion equipment is installed in each 
plane. Gyro stabilized drift sights 
make it possible to take accurate drift 
readings over water, : droppi flares 
and sighting back at them, Radio com- 
pees installation permits taking radio 

earings on any ground radio station 
within range. Each navigator is trained 
in celestial navigation as well as in 
dead Pe 9G | and radio navigation, and 
can navigate by the sun or the stars. 
This is necessary because frequently 
there are times when bad weather forces 
the plane to fly above the clouds out 
of sight of land or water. At such 
times static is apt to interfere with 
accurate radio bearings, and the naviga- 
tors are forced to resort to celestia 
navigation to ont aan their positions. 

mawwO\)O-—— 


MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS VISIT SELFRIDGE FIELD 


Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., 
was visited on August 9th by Mayor 
Richard Reading, of Detroit, and Staff, 
and Mayor Don §, Westendorf, of Mt, 
Clemens. Upon arrival at the field, the 
officials had the .o phim me: f of watch- 
ing the Composite 2 Pursuit Squadron, 
commanded by Major Willis R. Taylor, in 
a practice formation in preparation for ~ 
the anticipated October maneuvers to be 
— at tg Br u BASS iad 

e » consisting o or Read- 
ing; * ou nd Kelly, Detroit Corpora- 
tion Counsel; Mayor Westendorf, Commis- 
sioners lund and Longstaff and other 
Continued on page 4). 
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NEW BARRACKS FOR MARCH FIELD 


Actual construction of new barracks at | 


March Field, Riverside, Calif., to aug- 
ment prevent quarters for 330 enlisted 
men, s begun, The structure, for 
which a total of $478,350 Federal funds 
had been allocated, is the largest 
building project seen at March Field for 
some time. 

Plans and specifications for the new 
barracks call for a structure similar to 
those built a few years ago. The comple- 
tion of the new barracks will relieve a 
crowded condition at March Field, one 
which has made it necessary to house 
many enlisted men in tents and old can- 
tonment barracks. Its capacity will be 
such as to afford accommodations for new 
enlisted men. 

The barracks will be situated on the 
baseball diamond in the rear of the 4th 
Air Base Barracks. 

. ---000--~ 


CHAMPION SKEETERS VISIT MARCH FIELD 


March Field, Riverside, Calif., was 
host to a group of Los Angeles Skeet 
Shooters recontly. Among the visitors 
werelir. §.0, Walding, the National 
Champion. Shot, and Mr. C,H, Rapp, Presi- 
dent of the Southern California Skeet 
Association, as well as members of the 
Red Lion, elus Mesa and other teams 
of Southern California, 


One group of five visitors hit 241 
targets out of a possible 250. Another 
group hit 236 out of a possible 250. 


The best score made by a 5-man group of 
March Field was 209 out of 250 targets. 
Major Bartron shot a 25 and had a high 
officers' score >f 47 out of 50. Major 
Hackett was runner-up with a 24, anc a 
- total of 46 out of 50. Mr. Rapp shot 50 
straight without a miss. 

The March Field skeet shooters were — 
able. to na up mach information con- 
cerning form and procedure from the 
visitors, and evinced much interest in — 
bool, pags which Chee naed. Their most 

ie) ar gun appeare e pump type, 
equipped with compensator; but what 
s they were! eir & were given 

he care which is normally given to 
babies. The bores and receivers were 
honed and kept in perfect operating con- 
dition. "Co ed with their guns," 
declares the News Letter Correspondent, 
the Army issue shotguns were old and 
inaccurate." He expresses the hope that 
there soon will de gery eptagr & 
skeet guns which will not cause Arny 
personnel to apologize. 

The shooting was done on the new March 
Field Skeet mange which has tae § facil- 
ity and is. considered by professionals 
to be the best range on the West Coast. . 
It is equipped with electric traps, con- 
crete walks, benches and metal - 
tion holders. 





NOTES ON AIR CORPS PERSONNEL 


Major Edwin F, Carey, Air Corps, as an- 
nounced in Special Orders of the War De- 
partment, is to be retired from active 
service effective August 31, 1938, by 
reason of disability incident to the ser- 
vice. jor Carey is stationed at 
Langley Field, Va. 

The foawsng-nenes officers are as- 
signed to the Air Corps stations indicat- 
ed upon the completion of their present 
tour of duty in the Hawaiian Department: 

Major Harold W, Beaton to Langley 
Field, Va. 

First Lieuts. Willis F, Chapman, 
Samuel B, Knowles, Jr., and Thomas 
Wildes to Kelly Field, Texas. 

First Lieuts. Leighton I, Davis and 
Pelham D, Glassford, Jr., to Maxwell 
Field, Ala. 

First Lieuts. Downs E, Ingram and 
sone G. Russell to Randolph Field, 

exas. 

First Lieut. Herbert B, Thatcher to 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., and to be assigned 
to the 97th Observation Squadron, 

Major Charles T, Skow has been reliev- 
ed from assignment and duty at Randolph 
Field, Texas, and assigned to duty at 
Langley Field, Va. 

First Lieut. James H.C. Houston, sta- 
tioned at Barksdale Field, La., is under 
orders for duty as a student at the Air 
Corps Technical School, Denver Branch, 
_Lowry Field, Denver, Colo., to pursue 
the 1938-1939 gee hegre course, re- 
porting not later than August 28, 1938. 


| pelea 





| MONTCTPAy OFFICIALS AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 
| Continued from Page 3). 


guests, were received by Major Lawrence 
. Hickey, lst Pursuit Group Commander, 
also Air Base Commander dur the tempo- 
rary absence of ColonelHenry B. Clagett. 
Major Hickey escorted the party on an 
inspection tour of the ars and shops. 
Mayor Reading commented favorably on 
the field in general, and was especially 
interested in the Instrument Repair Sec- 
tion of the Aero Repair, and the new P-d5 
airplanes, After a tour of the field 
@ reception was — the visiting offi- 
cials at the Officers' Club. Mrs. Henry 
B. pom ph ed wife of the Air Base Command 
er, an we te and Mrs, Hickey were in 
the receiv 


ine. 
---000--—- 


The work of the W.P.A. on the runways 
at Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., has 
been stopped for the present. Al 
the runways appear to be completed,.. there 
is still considerable topping and roll- 
ing to be done, ‘The runways are still 





a to air traffic. 
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GENERAL PRATT LEAVES MAXWELL FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Our beloved Commandant, Brigadier Gen- 
eral H.C; Pratt relinquished active 
command of the Air Corps Tactical $chool 
on August 7th, On that date the General 
departed on leave of absence, at the 
termination of which he and Mrs. Pratt 
will sail from New York on September 9th 
for the Philippines. 

The personnel of the Air oe Tactic- 
al School were very reluctant to see 
General and Mrs, Pratt leave. Both have 
endeared themselves to all of us and 
hold places of deep affection in our 
hearts, As our Commandant, the General 
won the respect and affection of 
member of s command. Their gracious- 
ness, loyalty and spirit will long be 
remembered by each and everyone of us. 

We wish them good luck, happiness, 
good health and many happy landings. 

With General Pratt's departure, the 
Air Corps Tactical School will be under 
the able command of Colonel Albert L. 
Sneed, who for the past year has been 
our Post Executive. 

The following is ted from the 
Montgomery TISER of August 6th: 

"City Gives Farewell Barbecue 

to ell Field Commandant. 


More than 200 representative Montgonm- 
erians and a number of Maxwell Field of- 
ficers late al a | joined at a barbe- 
cue, at Summer's Rest, Chisholm, to do 
honor to a + Gen. H C. Pratt, com- 
mandant of the Army Air Corps Tactical 
School here since ch 14, 1937, and to 

him and Mrs. Pratt continued suc- 
cess and happiness at the former's new 
commend at Fort William McKinley, in the 
Philippines. ; 

Gen. Pratt, referred to by J.M.Jenkins, 
president of the Chamber of Commerce, as 

Montgomery's very own general,' will 
leave with Mrs.. Pratt for Washington and 
other points east in a few days, They 
will sail for the Philippines, from 
Brooklyn, on Sept. 9. Fort McKinley, 
Gen, Pratt. will be commanding officer of 
the 23rd Infantry Brigade. 

Mr. Jenkins, master of ceremonies, told 
Gen. Pratt that - speaking for all the 
poopie of this community - no co 
officer at Maxwell Field so had endeare 
himself to the people and that his leav- 
ing was one of genuine regret. Vigorous 
applause by the assembly attested to the 
speaker's words. | : 

Following the brief talk, Mr. Jenkins 
presented to Gen. and Mrs. Pratt a sil- 
ver service, engraved'from your Montgom- 
ert. friends. ' 

Gen, Pratt expressed his and 
s pleasure at having been 
stationed here. He assured the assembly 
that they needed no gift to remind them 
of the people of Montgomery and that 
whenever opportunity presented. itself, 


Xu 


| as I have said personally, that 


they would visit here again, 

- Gen, Pratt then introduced Col. Albert 
L, Sneed, A.C., as the able officer who 
would assume command at Maxwell Field 
upon his leaving. The General paid 
tribute to Col. Sneed's ability as an 
officer and leader. Turning then to a 
humorous vein, the General said he felt 
sure that Col. Sneed was Montgomery's 


most eligible bachelor. 

'that,' said the General, ‘is all that 
is wrong with hin,' 

In addition to his own remarks, Mr. 


Jenkins read two letters from dignita- 
ries who, because of other urgent en- 
weedy were unable to attend the 
arbecue. One of the letters was from 
Maj. General Frank McIntyre, U.S. Army, 
Retired, of Montgomery, who expressed 
regret at Gen. Pratt's leaving and wish- 
ed him well, The other, from Governor 
Graves, read as follows: 
'I desire to express to Gen, Pratt uy 
sincere regret that an engagement whi 
I could not overlook called me away on 
this occasion, and to say to spe fener, 
¢ 
leaving Maxwell Field, Montgomery, and 
our State, is a real loss. 
' My contact with him socially and of- 
ficially, has been most delightful, and 
I join the other citizens of Montgomery 
in expressing our great admiration for 
as a man and as an cfficer. His 
conduct has endeared him to those with 
whom he had come in contact, and I am 
sure I express the universal sentiments 
of our State and our community when I 
say that he will be great ssed and 
that his career will be watched with 
Ls atpsaae interest wherever he my 
° 


‘Please extend to the General my per- 
sonal and official regrets and bespeak 
for him the highest success and happi- 
ness that he will so well deserve where 
ever he may bde.' 

The barbecue, attended by many of 
Montgomery's outstanding business 
political, civic, educational, religious 
and social leaders, and Army executives, 
was sponsored by the Chamber of Com- 
merce. The barbecue was Prepared under 
the direction of Mrs. J,M, Jones." 


AIR CORPS OFFICERS DETAILED AS UMPIRES 


Twelve Air Corps officers, stationed 
at Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., were 
detailed as umpires for the Third Army 
Maneuvers. They are equipped with BT-9 
airplanes loaned by the Corps Area De- 

t t at Atlanta, Ga., and with P-6's- 
from Maxwell Field. A detachment of the 
Photo Section, equipped with one of the 
new Photo Trailers, is on detached ser- 
vice at Third Army meecqrer tare. -: 

- ome QQ 0mm | 





— - 


V-7816, A.C. 








BIGGEST YEAR FOR DEPOT SUPPLY OF SAN ANTONIO AIR DEPOT 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Of interest to the service of supply 
in particular is the fact that the San 
Antonio Air Depot ly Peper wank’ - 
aaa Mi ggghen em seneie otra or Seat M. 

ark, Depo Pp cer s jus 
completed a very busy fiscal year which 
required the steady grind of all person- 
nel to accomplish. 

Statistics are considered dry reading 
by. most — but a glance at those of 
the Depo ply Department of the San 
Antonio Air Depot is both illuminating 
and gratifying to the personnel of that 
Department. Somer ae of last year's 
record, the highest up to that time, 
with this year's shows conclusively that 
the Fiscal Year 1938 record marks the 
— yet attained by that organiza- 

on, 

A comparative table is given below: 





FY. Fi 
1937 1938 
Items posted to Stock 
Card 441,668 477,218 
Requisitions Filled 555 568 
Number of Items 25,445 29,536 
Shipping Orders, etc. 4,077 4,692 
Number of Items 10,955 11,173 
Two important factors causi the up- 


ward trend of Depot Supply activities 
were the establishment of the Denver 
Branch of the Air Corps Technical School 
at Lowry Field, Colo., and the addition 
of the Arkansas National Guard to this 
Depot for supply and service. This in- 
crease in work was accomplished without 
the addition of permanent personnel by 
the Depot Supply Officer in effecting a 
etd font wetbers | n some sections of the 
Supply Department, consolidating the 
bin cards into one unit, only four en- 
ployees are now required, whereas seven 
were needed when the bin cards were lo- 
cated in each of the seven warehouses. 
The Bookkeeping Machine Operators were 
formed into a pool, thus eemenieetns 
that all Stock Record Units would have 


their work at an even level at all times. 


Before this was done, some sections 
would be far behind with their work, 
while others would be up and idle part 
of the time. 

A number of employees of the supply 
Department have made bad to the Mater- 
iel Division at Wright Field this past 
a. receiving ins tion and discuss- 

ng matters pertinent to their depart- 
ments. -In this manner it has been pos- 
sible to keep in closer touch with the 
Division and extend better cooperation 
to the Air Corps at large. Upon the es- 
tablishment of the Denver Branch of the 
Air i Technical School, at the re- 
est of the Commanding Officer and the 
ply Officer at that station, one of 
the supervisors from this Depot spent a 


-b- 





| week at Lowry Field instructing the per- 
sonnel there in supply matters. This 
romises to improve the service to the 
echnical School and give the Depot a 
better understanding of the problems pe- 
culiar to that station, 

The Depot Supply Officer makes numer- 
ous trips to the stations and fields in 
this area during the year, thereby gain- 
ing a better insight into the needs of 
these stations, all of which makes for 
better service to them, ’ 
| The last half of the Fiscal Year 1938 
ended with a great increase in activity 
in wareroweene and shipping at this De- 
ot. Ail of the classifications former- 

y stored in Warehouse No. 9 were moved 
to Warehouses Nos. 10 and ll. The re- 

| moval of Classification 02 from Ware- 
house No. 5 to the newly renovated Ware- 
house No. 9 was approximately one-third 
completed. This involved the inspection 
and packing nf thousands of items and 
the mov of hundreds of tons of stock 
not normally included in the Monthly 
Activity Reports. 

In connection with these moves, the 
Shipping Department constructed boxes as 
follows: 

200 Wo. 5 storage boxes, standard. 

750 No. 1 storage boxes, standard. 

520 Engine cylinder boxés. 

507 Generator starter boxes. 

In addition, 
30 new adjustable type Storage Bins 
and 50 Box Racks were built. 
5216 Removable drawers or shelves were 
built and installed in warehouse 
bins already in use. 
35 Straight ladders, and 
8 Portable platform step ladders 
were constructed for use in 
warehouses. 

Changes in shippimg methods, i.e., the 
enlargement of interdepot air transport 
shipping and the = and delivery 
service, by van, inaugurated by the 
railroads serving the Depot, made neces- 
sary a complete rearrangement of the De- 
pot Supply Shipping Room to meet these 
Cc ed methods, and the construction of 
a 22' x 80' loading dock, or branch 
Shipping Room, at the 3rd Transport 
Squadron, the San Antonio Air Depot be- 
ing an intermediate transport terminus. 

During the Fiscal Year 1938, the San 
Antonio Air Depot handled a total of 
1,422,277 pounds of in-bound and out- 
bound air freight, as compared with 
713,798 pounds for the Fiscal Year 1937. 

The total in-bound and out-bound ton- 
nage for the Fiscal Year 1938 was 
16,388,849 pounds, 

The personnel of this Department are to 
be complimented upon the h degree of 
efficiency and accuracy with which th 
q (Continued on 
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RESERVE OFFICERS TRAIN AT SCHOEN FIELD 


The 5lst Training Squadron, composed 
of Air Corps Reserve Wricere, terminat- 
ed on July 30th an interesting and in- 
structive two weeks at Schoen Field, 
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. 

a this short active dut period, 
each pilot averaged 39 we Sy ours, and 
each observer 37 hours. is is more 
time in the air than was ever 
fore during similar 8 at Schoen 
Field. A combination of circumstances 
made thés ing of - the intense inter- 

le 


ent be- 


est in fly of all the Reserve offi- 
cers, co with perfect equipment and 
ideal weather conditions, 

The “lying activity consisted not only 
of the usual familiarization, formation 
end navigation flights, but great stress 
was placed on instrument f » Trecon- 
naissance missions during pictures 
of designated areas were taken and print- 
ed, and cross country navigation, using 
radio aids, including night cross 
country flights. 

At the ond of the most of the 
faces and noses of the Reservists were 
the color of dark leather, but all 
agreed the experience had been great. 
Interest has already been aroused in the 
possibility of including gunnery in the 
next year's camp, which would include 
the flying to and from a suitable range. 

Major K.C, ee eae Air Corps, who 
recently arrived at Schoen Field, was 
the Regular Army instructor in charge. 

The officers of the 5lst Training 
Squadron and their duties follow: 

Officer 


re Charles E. Cox, Commandi 
lst Lieut. Donald T. Canfield, Adjutant. 
Copse® Fred W. Sommer, Operations 
fficer. 
end Lieut. Lewis M. Sanders, Assistant 
Operations Officer. 
end Lieut. Kendall Clark, Assistant 
Cperetteas Officer. 
ie: ain Elmer H, Jose, Engineering 
fficer. 
lst Lieut. Dwight W. Brill, Assistant 
Engineeri fficer. 
ie toe Charles E, Halstead, Supply 
fficer. 
2nd Lieut. Edwin Voras, Assistant Supply 
Officer. 


Enlisted personnel responsible for the 
smooth functioning of the camp include: 


Staff Sergeant J.J. Stibal, 

Sergeants W.S. Cavenaugh and A.S. 
“— 1H Thor | 

rporal H, mpson, 

‘Privates GC, Garcia, R.F. Jones, 
J.L, Kolar, P,L, Moore, W.N. Moore 
W.B. Pusilips, R.C, Ratts, D.A. Suddeth, 
F,A, Tedrow, H.S. Torrence and GS. 
Wisecup, 

---000--- 


Air Corps Instructors are requested to 
forward news items on Reserve activities. 


ACTIVITIES. OF THE 27TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


The News Letter Correspondent of the 
27th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, 
Mich., reports that during the Fiscal 
Year. 1937-1938 this Squadron made con- 
siderable progress despite the fact 
that it was handicapped by the lack -of 
airplanes. | - 

During the year, 4723 hours were 
flown. in airplanes assigned to this or- 


.ganization, The total pilot time for 


pilots while they were assigned to this 
organization was 7507 hours. Of this 


| time, 296 hours were flown under the 


hood, 534 hours at night, 470 hours for 
ery: 18 hours for camera - 50 
ours for navigation, 1308 hours for 
unit navigation, 551 hours of combat 
exercises, and over 1300 hours were 
flown in miscellaneous flights. 
Approximately 38,547 rounds of. .30 and 
.50 caliber ammunition were expended 
during the year. Officers with less 
than two tee service received approx- 
imately 2018 hours of instruction, Hach 
officer assigned Epostven ogee ae 
50 hours' instruction in topics of the 


oAy listed men received instruction in 
Chemical Warfare, Airplanes and Engines, 
Instruments, are. and Radio, 


OLD PILOTS AT KELLY FIELD 


Kelly Field has ge fy been known for 
its old and seasoned pilots. Almost all 
of the pilots now stationed at this 
field have been pilot airplanes for 
many years and have built up enviable 
reputations for safe flying for 
hours. Six of the Kelly Field pilots 
have more than 4,000 hours solo pilot 
hours in Army aircraft. These pilots 
are Majors John V. Hert, Harvey Prosser, 
Walter =. Richards, Captains Harvey fF. 
Dyer, Burton M. Hovey and Russell E. 
Randall, 

---000--- 


ENLISTED MEN TO STUDY COMMUNICATIONS 


Ten enlisted men of the Air Corps are 
under orders to proceed to the § 1 
Corps School at Fort Monmouth, N.J., to 
pursue the radio communications course. 

Five of these men, who are to report 
at this school on August 26,.1938, are: 

Pyt. lst Cl. Leland FE, Williams, lst 
Balloon Squadron, Fort Sill, Okla. 

Pvts. Ra Garrett, Headquarters Sqd.; 


| James H, Tillery, 13th Air Base Bary pont 


Harry M. Forehand, 91st School Sqda., 
Maxwell Field, Ala. ! : 
Pvt. lst Cl. John 0, Riggs, 2d Trans- 
port Sqd., Middletown Air Depot, Penna. 
The remaining five enlisted men, who 
are to report. on September 27, 1938, are: 





Pvt. lst Cl, Chester J, 2nd 
(Continued on vaberay’” 
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MORE RESERVE OFFICERS FOR ACTIVE DUTY 


The following communication was re- 
cently forwarded by the War Department 
to each Corps Area Commander: 

"1, It is estimated that funds will be 
available to place 75 additional Air 
Corps Reserve officers, who are not Air 
Corps Training Center eee on ex- 
tended active duty with the Air Corps 
during the Fiscal Year 1939, It is de- 
sired that this matter be given all pos- 
sible priority in order that the offi- 
cers selected may report at Randolph 
Field on October 3, 1938, and January 5, 
1939. These officers will receive a 
special course of advanced flying train- 
ing of approximately four (4) months' 
duration, and upon success completion 
thereof will be assigned to duty with 
the Air Corps. This course will include 
intensive military training in addition 
to advanced flying training. Should any 
of these officers fail to satisfactorily 
complete this course, they will not be 
continued on extended active duty. 

The following will govern the 


selection of these officers: | 


The officer must be less than 
thirty-five (35) years of age. 
Must have fifty (50) hours pilot 
time on the BT-9 or 0-46A airplane 
and have — the flying re- 
quirements of either (1) or (2) 


ilot time 
months 


Is’ |» 


within the twelve 
immediately preceding; 
400 hours pilot time (300 H.P. 
or more) during the five (5) 


elow: 
(1) Minimum of 100 hours 
“(zy 


(2) 


‘commander of the 18th Wing. 


| 





years immediately preceding, at 
east fif 50) hours of which 
must have been within the twelve 
(12) months immediately preced- 


ng. 
Must be physically qualified on 
Form 64 within sixty (60) days of 
active duty orders: 
Active dut Acer be in the grade 
2) years, Authoriza- 


of Second 
riod of two 
tion exists for an additional 
three (3) years, the last two (2) 
years in the grade of First Lieut- 
enant, for those recommended for 
additional duty. 
Application must. be submitted in 
duplicate on AGO Form 109 and 
should reach this office as early 
Os possibie. 
5. It is desired that each applicant 
for this active amg 4 have insurance in 
such amount as may be considered suffici- 
ent to properly cover his responsibili- 
ties. vernment insurance in the 
amount of $10,000 is available upon as- 
Signment to active duty. 
. Your recommendation is requested 
with respect to applicants from your 
Corps Area by individual indorsement on 
€ach application, It is desired that no 


1a 


Ip. 


| 
i 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


‘| establish camp for the 12-day 


| groups of approximately 25 men 








as eck, be forwarded unless the ap- 
plicant can qualify under the provisions 
as stated above, as no waivers will be 
granted. It is further desired that no 
mf ea be forwarded unless the ap- 
plicant has been checked by his Unit In- 
structor and can be recommended by him 
as suitable for Mate detail." 
se eler 


TWO POPULAR OFFICERS LEAVE HAWAII 


"On July .18th the Sth Group and Luke 
Field lost its most popular member," 
writes the News Letter Correspondent, 
referring to Colonel Millard F, Harmon, 
who has commanded both units for the 

ast year anda half. He then goes on 


O say: 

Sparing his (Colonel Harmon's) tour as 
Group and Post Commander the unit piled 
up a total of over 17,000 hours of air- 
craft time without a single major acci- 
dent involving injury to personnel; a 
high tribute to the quality of his 
leadership. 

Sailing also on the REPUBLIC was Bri- 
gadier General Barton K, Yount, former 
Ail erson- 
nel of the Group will miss his able and 
sympathetic leadership. 

Both officers and their families carry 
with them the sincere Aloha of this unit, 
which was demonstrated in a small on 
the day of sailing by participation in a 
Wing Aloha Fligh*s which included prac- 
tically Yee te with wings in the 
partment. Pursuit, Attack, Reconnais- 
sance and Bombardment units circled the 
REPUBLIC as she rounded Diamond Head 
outward bound, Te 

On July 19th, after giving the 
REPUBLIC a head start of ee hours, 
the Bombardment squadrons of the Gr 
performed an interception mission on the 
vessel, Clearing Oahu at 0937, the 
Group with its B-18's made contact with 
vessel some 285 nautical miles to sea 
at 1145, Final Alohas were exchanged by 


tenant and for a pe-| radio and the Group returned to its base. 


Major John I, Moore, former Post Ex- 
ecutive Officer, takes over command of 
the 5th Bombardment Group and Luke Field 
pending the arrival of replacement for 
Colonel Harmon." ‘ 

~2=aQ00-<2 


FIELD TRAINING FOR 17TH AIR BASE SQDN. 


Monday, July 18th, proved to be an 
eventful day as approximately 30 men of 
the Base Headquarters and 17th Air Base 
Squadron, Luke Field, T.H,, moved to 
Bellows Field, Waimanalo, Gahu, 1.H., to 
training 
period of the organization, All members 
of the Squadron were to fire the pistol 
as well as the machine gun, ground and 
aerial targets. Sending the men on Meg 
er ' 


the r e season should terminate on 


July 30th. 
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FIRE DESTROYS HANGAR AND TWO PLANES 


At Kelly Field, Texas, on the after- 
noon of July 20th, fire destroyed Hangar 
No, 23,° next ta the last at the 
west end of the line. The fire was 
caused by the accidental contact of a 
B-4 type airplane with the hot exhaust 
pipe of a tractor being used to tow the 
ed ecw — proper parking space in 


In a few moments the blaze swept over 
the plane, ignited the ar and ano- 
ther plane - a BT-9 North American Basic 

ainer, Men in the vicinity rushed to 
put out the blaze with hand extinguish- 
ers, but it was too hot to get close to 
the planes, The blaze was so stro 
that most of the efforts of the Kel 
Field Fire Department were devoted to 
protecting other nearby structures and 
lanes until the arrival of fire appara- 
us from Duncan Field and San Antonio. 

The hangar was a frame building 
of war-time construction, and most of 
its contents were beyond saving. Fire- 
men gave their main attention to pre- 
venting the spread of the flames. Oper- 
ations and Engineering Office records of 
the 64th School Squadron were complete- 
ly destroyed by the la 


BUILDING PROGRAM STARTS AT KELLY FIELD 


The construction program final ot 
under at Kell ieta on Jul YER" 
when workmen started digging holes for 
the foundations of eight sets of offi- 
cers' quarters and nine double sets of 
noncommissioned officers' quarters, . 
This project, which will 
- gost $520,000, is in addition to the 

2, 000 building and improvement pro- 

ect scheduled to get under way in sev- 
eral months, with Captain E.B, Dunstan, 
oe set termaster for San Anto- 
nio.and vicin 43 in charge. 

This $2,500, project is for the 
construction of new barracks, officers' 
and noncommissioned officers! quarters, 
hangers, and other buildings - and is 
the Last a node to get started in the 
San Antonio area. Because these build- 
ings are not considered an emergen 
project, the work will be delayed about 
three months. 


---000-<— 
DETAILS TO THE GENERAL STAFF CORPS 


The following-named Air Corps offi- 
cers, now stationed at Langley Field 
Va., have been detailed as members o 
the General Staff ceepe and assigned to 
the General Staff with Troops and di- 
rected to report to the Commanding Gen- 
eral, GHQ Air Force, Langley Field, Va., 
for duty accor ¢ 

Colonels Walter H, Fr Walter G, 
Kilner, Lieut. Colonels Clinton W. 


|} the 3lst Bombardment § 





-9. 


Howard, Ralph P, Cousins and Major James 


P. Hodges. 
---000<-<—< 


PROMOTION OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


The following-named Air Corps offi- 
cers, holding the temporary rank of 
Major, were given Date age be promotion. 
ee gerade, with rank from August l, 

jor John Y, York, Jr. 

Mejor Walter H, Reid 

or John B, Patrick 

The following-named second lieutenants 
of the Air Corps were promoted to the 
shag of first lieutenant, with rank 

rom August 1, 1938: 

Opal E, Henderson 

Daniel I. Moler 

Lawrance 0, Brown. 

Henry B, Fisher 

Ce B, Claasen 

William T, Hudnell, Jr. 

Herold L. Kreider 

John 0, Neal 

Watson M, Frutchey 


—— OC ana 

NEW FLYING INSTRUCTORS AT KELLY FIELD 

Right new officers recent rgoceget 
at the Advanced Flying Schoo elly 
Field, Texas, for duty, and five of then 
pests given assignments as flying instruc- 

ors. . 

First Lieuts. Richard E, Ellsworth 
and Kurt H, Landon, the former reporting 
from Mitchel Field, N.Y., and the latter 
from §cott Field, Belleville, Ill., were 
heer pig as instructors in the Attack 
Section. 

New instructors in the Pursuit Section 
are lst Lieuts. Dyke F. Meyer, from 


Maxwell Field, Ala., and Earl F. Signer, 
from Scott Field. 


First Lieut. Philip E. Coates, from 
Maxwell Field, was assigned as instruc- 
tor in the Observation Section, 


Of the three remaining new arrivals, 
Captain James F. Philips, who came from 
Edgewood Arsenal, Md., was assigned as 
Station Air Corps Inspector; lst Lieut. 
Lloyd H. Tull, formerly stationed at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., was as- 
signed to the 15th Air base quadron, 
and 2nd Lieut. Wilbur W. Aring, from 
Maxwell Field, was assigned to the 6lst 
School Squadron. 0 

wee Y0@<60< 


The entire communications section of 
on enrolled 
in the post radio school conducted at 
Luke Field, T.H., four nights week, 
and the men are determined to master the 
technique of radio ppere tion and theory 
before wes | ey e communications 
section ef of the 3lst § n, Staff 
Sergeant Harold §. Cooper, is senior in- 
structor of the school, 

V-7816, A.C. 








4TH AIR BASE SQDN. PHOTOGRAPHIC LABQRATOHY 


With a history which dates back to ac- 
tive duty as a World War unit, known as 
the 23rd Photo Section, this organiza- 
tion was finally rendered inactive at 
March Field, Calif., in October, 1937, 
at which time it was divided into a Base 
Laboratory and an Aerial Photographic 
unit in the 38th Reconnaissance Squadron. 

The 4th Air Base Photographic Labora- 
tory functions in a highly creditable 
manner under the command of jor Fred- 
erick F, Christine, who has taken over 
this duty in addition to his assignment 
as Base S-4. Major Christine served 
with the Photographic Division of the 
Air Corps, A.E.F., for nearly two years 
during the Le Pg a aa een 
experience in all phases of photography, 
is well qualified to organize a base 
eanoreseny - 

As tending to show the value of such 
an organization as a peace-time govern- 
ment agency, the Photo Laboratory, Bong 
with the Aerial Photographic Division o 
the 38th, has rendered invaluable aid 
to the U.S. Engineers in Los Angeles in 
the production of nearly 4000 mosaics of 
all rivers, washes, basins and bridge 





‘and highway washouts caused by floods to 
substantiate estimations of e and 
reconstruction costs. In addition to 


der process of being photographed to 
facilitate the study of beach erosion. 
Aside from this extra work, the Photo 
Laboratory has been carrying on regular 
Air Corps projects which include consid- 
erable ground work, printing, enlargi 
and the pe be ng of a 23 by 13-mile 
area at the Muroc Bombing and Gunnery 


e. 

The Laboratory, in —- of Staff 
Sergeant Frank Calcagno, s a crew of 
ten men, who do ground photography 
and developing and printing. In the 
38th Reconnaissance Squadron, the aerial 
pee ais ers, under the direction of 

ieuts. Henry K, Mooney and Paul T. 
Hanley, include Technical Sergeant Wn. 


Headquarters Squadron and Chanute Field 
as a whole. As Squadron Commander he 
took a personal interest in the welfare 
of each individual in his organization, 
The troubles of his men were his ow 
personal worries and no reasonable re- 
quest was refused. Volumes could be 
written on the things Major Harper has 
done for his men, but limited space pro- 
hibits going into that subject nd fur- 
ther. o officer ever held a higher 
lace in the hearts of his men t 
jor Harper. 

e entire squadron joins the writer 

in saying, 'Best of luck, Major.'" 


MAXWELL FIELD'S P-12'S GO TO KELLY FIELD 


The twenty-five Boeing P-l2 ai 
assigned to the Air Corps Tactica 
School at Maxwell Field, Ala., were 
transferred in June to the Air youne Ad- 
venced Flying School at Kelly Field, 
Texas, and were recently replaced by 
fourteen P-6 Pursuit planes powered by 
the Curtiss "Conqueror" engine. A Lock- 
heed C-36 Transport plane has been as- 
signed to Maxwell Field to replace the 
old Curtiss "Condor" C-30 Transport 
which is now being surveyed. 


lanes 


2 
| "Condor" was at one time assigned to the 
| Office of the Seoretary of War, and was 
this work, 340 miles of coastline is un-|: tt 


also used for air mail duty, was 
the Middletown 
ears ago. 


| submerged in the flood at 
| Air Depot, Pa., several 

| _ Many Air Corps pilots have a gress 

| deal of affection for the old ship and 
| will feel her loss as that of an old 

| friend, 

---000--— 

| MAJOR CRUMRINE LEAVES KELLY FIELD 

j 


Major Clarence E, Crumrine, Air Corps, 
| commanding officer of the 61st School 
| Squadron at Kelly Field, Texas, has been 
| ordered to repurt for duty as a student 
|at the Command and General Staff School, 
| Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to pursue a 
| qgoqurse of instruction at that institu- 


Brees, Staff Sergeants Meexs and Brinker~ ¢ion, commencing September 1, 1938, 


hoff and Private Ist Class Clark. 
---000--- 


A TRIBUTE TO A SQUADRON COMMANDER 


On Tuesday, August 2nd, the members of 
the Headquarters and Head ters Squad- 
ron, Air Corps Technical School, Chanute 
Field, Rantoul, I1l., gathered in the 

Room. to bid farewell, as the News 
Letter Correspondent puts ‘it, "to one of 
the finest officers in the Army, Major 
Earle G, er, our Squadron Commander." 

After a brief ceremony, the Major de- 
parted with the best wishes of all the . 
members of the outfit. The Correspon- 
dent further states: . 

"It is difficult to estimate the value 
of the work Major Harper has done for . 


| Preparatory earn as at Fort 
| Leavenworth, Major Crumrine is enjoying 
'@ month's leave of absence with his 
‘family at Yellowstone National Park, 
| Major Crumrine has been on duty at 
‘Kelly Field since June 4, 1935, serving 
| in many we, a naan namely: Director 0 
'Ground Training, Secretary and Public 
|Relations Officer, Commanding Officer of 
| the 68th Service Squadron, and Command- 
| ing Officer of the 61st School Squadron, 
his latest assignment. . 

Commissioned a second lieutenant in 
the Air Service on July 1, 1920, he re- 


|ry) on October 12, 1937. He is a gradu- 

ate of the Air Corps Tactical School 

(Class of 1935) and is rated a "Military 
(Continued on Page 14. 
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ceived his appointment as Major (teumora- 
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THUNDERSTORMS 


A thunderstorm is the result of viol- 
ent vertical convection which occurs in 
air pocenesing marked potential insta- 
bility when this instability is released 
bi any One or combination of the follow- 


Ye) Surface heating. 
b) Mechanical lifting due to frontal 
surfaces or mountains. 

(3) Overrunning by air the temperature 
of which is such as to induce 
overturning. 

In the summer time, practically all 
well-developed fronts will have associat- 
ed considerable thunderstorm activity; 
however, these are frequently not contin- 
uous along the front, In other words, 
by flying parallel to fronts "holes" 
will ppequenshy be found, through which 
the front may be safely crossed. 

In general, thunderstorms become most 
violent over land in the late afternoon 
and between midnight and dawn over water 
areas, 

The forward portion of a thunderstorm 
is the most violent from the point of 

ustiness and heaviness of precipite- 

on, 

In_order to exist there must be ver- 
tical currents upward of at least 2300 
feet per minute within the clouds at the 
so, levels. By measurement of the 
velocity necessary to port the larger 
hailstones, it is indicated that verti- 
cal velocities exist in the neighborhood 
of 20,000 feet per minute. Also within 
the rain area vertical down currents 
must exist in the lower levels of an or- 
der of 1500 feet per minute. 

There have been measured on airplanes 
carrying V-G recorders accelerations of 
Over six times gravity in thunderstorm 
areas and accelerations of 4 g are not 
at all uncommon, 

The average level at which freezi 
conditions may be expected to begin in 
summer thunderstorms in this country is 
about 13,000 feet; the clouds themselves 
ay ae ee extend to well above 
20, feet. 

Horizontal visibility in the area.of 
heavy rain is generally reduced to a few 
hundred yards. 

While conclusive evidence is lacking 
it is not believed that lightning itself 
constitutes a serious hazard. Lightning 
has caused frequent minor pauses o air- 
craft, such as burning off redio anten- 
nae and small holes in the metal skin. 
and propellers, etc., but there is no 
authenticated record of the destruction 
of an airplane in the air by this cause. 

Anyone desiring to read a rather com- 
piste treatment of thunderstorms in not 

00 technical language is referred to 
Chapter 17, Physics of the Air, by 
Humphreys; a book which may be found in 
every Air Corps Weather Station. 


SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN AT LANGLEY AIR BASE 


In spite of the announced delay in 
awarding the contract for the new 
school at Langley Field, actual con- 
pivashsce is cuveesed to get underway 
late in August. 

Bids aomagy a on July 26th in the 
office of Lieut. Clarence Renshaw, con- 
struction quartermaster at the air base, 
and of the five proposals submitted the 
Virginia Engineering Company’ 6 bid was 
lowest. However, other firms submitted 
figures, which were late, contending 
that rain caused the delay. 

The new structure will occupy the 
site on Dodd Boulevard, between Thompson 
and Bowen Avenues, just opposite the air 
base chapel, The approximate cost will 
be $75 A 

Plans which were submitted show a one- 
story brick building which will be fire- 
proof, sound-proof, and modern through- 
out. Air conditioning will be used 
the year round. 

Six classrooms, one auditorium and one 
assembly room have been designated, in 
addition to a teachers' room, office and 

It was originally thought that actual 
work would start about August 10th. How- 
ever, with the pending delay, the exact 
time is not known, but it is expected 
that officials will make every effort 
to get underway as soon as pe rept in 
order to provide children of the air 
base with adequate and modern school 
facilities. 6 

wma 0 -—— 


COL, GILKESON LEAVES 8TH PURSUIT GROUP 


cafe Ee, men = ~ 8th me 
suit Group, ey eld, Va., regre 
deeply ths loss by transfer of anole 
commending officer of the past three 
years. e News Letter Correspondent 
states: "The assignment of Lieutenant 
Colonel A.H, Gilkeson to the Command and 
General Staff School takes away from us 
a@ capable leader, respected and liked by 
the entire Group, 

Lieut. Colonel W. E, Kepner has assum- 
ed command of the Groups and the same 
— standard of training is anticipate 
e . 

---000--- 


MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTION FOR CREW OF B-15 


Noncommissioned officers of the 49th 
Bombardment Squadron, Langley Field, 
Va., Technical Sgt. Cattarius, Staff 
Sergeants Heldt, Spicer, Hines, Corpo- 
rals Sands and i tnyer the crew for the 
Be1l5 Bombardment rplane, recently de- 
pee vec for Wright Field, Ohio, to 

he prelimi course of instruction in 
maintenance prior to the delivery of 





-1) 


_— airplane to Langley Field. 
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DEMAND FOR MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS 


With the rapid expansion of the Air 
Corps in recent years and the increas- 
ingly complicated equipment procured 
there has been a corresponding increase 
in the demand for properly trained main- 
tenance technicians, 

Chanute Field personnel, both Army and 
civilian, responsible for training sel- 
ected Air Corps Technical School stu- 
dents, have made every effort to in- 
crease the capacity of the school. 

acts the transfer to Lowry Field, 
Denver, Colorado, of the Photographic 
and Armament artments, additional 
a were made available for the De- 
partment of Mechanics. entree of 
the buildings was completed immediately. 
The propeller laboratories were moved 
into one building, and the electrical 
laboratory moved into another, -increas- 
ng their ee te twelve specialists 
and twenty-five eirplane mechanics each. 

Other courses within the mechanics de- 
—— have iikewise benefited. More 

loor space was 2llocated to the metal 
workers branch <1d macninist branch, 
thus yt phe a smaiit increase in the 
length of these courses and an increase 
in the numbez of students that may be 
accommodated, 

A survey of Air Corps reouirements -— 
made a year ago disclosed the desirabil- 
ity of abandoning the combined welders- 
sheet metal work and welding courses. It 
enables the student to graduate and re- 
turn to his home station several weeks 
earlier, thus increasing the number of 
potential graduates. 

The Air Corps Materiel Division is _ 
lending splendid cooperation in securing 
equipment for the: school, 

‘The Air Corps Technical School at 
Chamute Field announces the addition of 
a course in “Air Corps Fundamentals" for 
the 1938-1939 school year. It will be a 
forty-hour course and will include in- 
struction in the following subjects: 

(1) The Air Corps system of airplene 


and equipment maintenance. 
(2) Puryees and use of Air Corps tech- 
nical publications, stock lists, 


Grawings and forms. 
£3} Airplane nomenclature. 
4) Fire r ations and the care and 
use of fire extinguishers. 
(5) Safety rules for Air Corps shops 


an ars. 
(6) General instructions relative to 
handling airplanes in and around 


the hangar. 
(7) Parachute mare Saar (general). 
—-—=—0 —— = 


Captain James E, Parker, Air Corps, — 
received a tempor appointment to the 
grade of Major in the Air Corps, with 
rank from August 5, 1938. : 





; 
' 
' 





‘a temporary 2 

Major 43 he a r Corps, with renk from 
7 : yale 
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RETIREMENT OF OLDEST DEPOT EMPLOYEE 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


The familiar face of the oldest member 
of the civilian personnel at the San 
Antonio Air Devot, Duncan Field, Texas, 
will be greatly missed since the retire- 
ment on July 3lst of Clarence A. 

Knowlton, Sr., Supply Clerk in the Aero 
Repair Section of the Engineering Depart- 
ment. In point of service with aviation 
supply in San Antonio, Mr. Knowlton, who 
is 70 years of age, was the oldest em- 
ployee at the San Antonio Depot upon his 
retirement, He has been a resident of 
San Antonio since February, 1891, comi 
here from Massachusetts, where he serve 
as a post office clerk and letter car- 
rier in Boston and its vicinity. 

For 19 years, from 1893 to 1912, Mr. 
Knowlton was station agent for the old 
San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad in 
San Antonio. From 1914 to 1916 he was 
employed with the War Department, Ingin- 
eer Department at Large, as ksceiver of 
Metels, Surveyman, and Inspector, at 
Galveston. Texas. On June 4, 1917, he 
ag@in entered the civil service, continu- 
ing uninterruptedly until his retirement, © 
Upon his retirement he was the only re- 
maining loyee at this Depot of the 
geven Or eight who started with the 
stall supply depot of the Aviation Sec- 
tion, Signal Corps, which was establish- 
ed in 1917 as a small warehouse at 1903 
South Flores Street in San sanionio, 

This warehouse was later moved to 
Duncan Field (old Kelly Field No. 1), 
became the Aviation General Supply Depot 
and subsequently the Depot Supply Depart- 
ment of the San Antonio Air Depot. 

For some 13 years, Mr, Knowlton was 
chief clerk of the Depot Supply Depart~ 
ment and of the former Air arpe Station 
Supply Department of this Depot. The 
wee efore his retirement, several 
hundred employees of the Depot presented 
him with an outboard kicker for a boat 
waich he has on Medina Lake, and on July 
28th he was guest at a banquet of Local 
No, 28, National Federation of Federal 
Employees, of which he has been a member 
since 1917, and which presented him with 
a gold badge for meritorious service. 

The only plans which "Pop" Knowlton, 
as he is affectionately known to the em- 
ployees, has for the immediate future 
are for a good rest, boating and fishi 
at Medina Leke. He and Mrs. Knowlton a 
yrewn’ reside in South San Antonio, and 

hey have the sincerest wishes of all 
personnel of the Depot in this well- 
earned pai pel ga 
———0U0 -—— 


- Captain Don McNeal, Air Corps, received 
intment to the grade of 


A 
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FIRST WING MANEUVERS AT GRAY FIELD 


Brigadier General Delos C. Emmons, 
comman the First tr 3 General Head~ 
quarters Air Force, alighted at 3:00 

sriat"anailie coat Stout Ate ter 

s on,° rom oF, 
Bombardment plane in which he had flow 
from his headquarters at March Field, 
Calif. Upon hig arrival, General Emmons 
Wes greeted by Governor élarance D. 
Mertin, of the State of Washington; 
Major General Walter C. Saeeneys command- 
ing Fort Lewis and the 3rd Division, and 
many Other civil and military dignitaries 
assembled at the flying field to. welcome 
officially the General and his command 
to the Northwest. An eleven-gun salute 
—— ww —— pone pe ero, od 

ery 0 mom, s from the 
Field Artillery. ee 

The airplanes of the First Wing, GHQ 
Air Force, began taking off from their 
stations at March and Hamilton Fields, 
California, at 6:20 o'clock on the morn- 
ing of August 8th, with the first units, 
belonging to the loth Bombardment Grom, 

. under the command of Licsut. Coionel 
H,A, Burwell, Air Corps prising at 
Fort Lewis from March Field shortly be- 
fore 12:00 noon, The remaining elements 
of the First Wing continued to arrive in 
groups of three or four planes through- 
out the afternoon. All planes of the 
onganaan tion assembled at Gray Field at 
4:00 p.m, 

The organizations arriving at Gra 
Field during the consisted of the 
First Wing Headquarters and Headquarters 
Squadron, the 38th Reconnaissance Squad- 
ron, the 88th Reccnnaissance Squadron, 
and the 19th Bombardment Group. Approx- 
imately 300 officers and men and air- 
planes were involved in the movement, 
each plane carrying a crew of two offi- 
cers and nine enlisted men. The pilots 
reported good weather from California 

While at Fort Lewis, the planes will 
carry on extensive maneuvers, including 
long and short range reco ssance 
yeceseme and bombing demonstrations, The 
irst exercise, scheduled for the morn- 
ing of August 3th, was to consist of a 
reconnaissance of principal cities and 
airdromes within the operating area. 
Twenty B-18 type planes, under the com- 
mand of Lieut. Colonel H.A. Burwell 
were slated to take off from Gray Field 
at 9:30 a.m, on August 9th, on the re- 
connaissance, the route of the flight 
being Tacoma, Washington; Olympia, Wash- 
ington; Vancouver, Washington; Portland, 
Oregon; Pendleton, Oregon; Walla Walla, 
Snoiee, Ellensburg, Seattle, Bremerton 
and Tacoma Washington, and Gray Field, 
The total distance involved was estimat- 
ed at about 750 miles. 

Colonel Burwell announced that the 
Planes would fly in formation over each 





of the cities on their itinerary. 


A PROMOTION FOR MAJOR CARL A, COVER 


Announcement was recently made by Mr, 
Donald W. Douglas, President of the 
Doagene Aircraft comp » Inc., Santa 
Monica, Calif., of the advancement of 
Major Carl Cover, Director of Sales and 
Chief Pilot of the Company, to the posi- 
tion of Senior Vice President, formerly 
held by the late Harry H. Wetzel, 

In announcing Major Cover's elevation 
to his new post, Mr, Douglas stated that 
his Congas is fortunate in having among 
4ts executives a man of the ability and 
experience of Major Cover, and he added: 
“In the air or in the shop, no man knows 
more about planes than Major Cover." 

Carl Cover, who holds a commission as 
Major, ecialist Reserve, has instruct- 
ed Army instructors aeneng the War, and 
subsequently had charge 0 inspection, 
assembly and repair of Army aircraft at 
the various Army posts in the United 
States and in Hawaii, 

ivali in importance the steady pro- 

@uction of Bombardment airplanes nd the 
an oy Company have been the flight 
tests of the world-famous DC-4 airplane, 
now universally recognized as one out- 
standing ar e of four-engined land 
airplanes, All through the months of 
June and July, the plane was subjected 
to severe scientific tests under the 
ersonal piloting and direction of Major 
Rover. ese tests have been declare 
by Arthur E. Raymond, Chief Engineer, 
highly satisfactory. 

Major Cover, who entered the Army 
during the World War, being commissionec 
a second lieutenant in the Air Service, 
National Army, on June 22, 1918, re- 
signed from the service on Feb 4 
1930, for the purpose of entering the 
field of commercial aviation. He was 
considered one of the outstanding engin- 
eering officers of the Air Corps. Par- 
ticularly successful as an organizer 
and as an executive, he displayed remark 
able ability in training personnel along 
mechanical and industrial lines, 

His total flying tine, both in mili- 
tary and commercial aviation, has by now 
probably passed the a mark, 

——— D0 -— 


The Los Angeles Municipal Airport is 
being improved at the present +t to 
the extent of $450,000 under WPA with 
additional sewer lines, rovement of 
the main east-west runway & length of 
4700 feet by 300 feet wide, and the in- 
stallation of flush type lights. 

Grading and drainage work is also in- 
volved in this 4-mon program, which 
will keep 1,500 men employed. 

Arrangements for the establishment of 
a racio range deacon for airway control 
at this airport are under way. This 
will be located approximately one mile 
east of the northeast corner of the field. 
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JUST A MEMORY 


Five gests ago, on the evening of 
August 27, 1933, Captain Ernest E. 
Harmon, Air Corps, of the 9th Bombard- 
ment Group, Mitchel Field, L.I., New 
York, was killed when the airplane he 
Was gers crashed duri e course 
of a night flight from Easton, Md., to 
Mitchel Field, All indications pointed 
to the fact that, encountering a fog 
during the course of his flight, ke 
remained aloft until his fuel supply 
became exhausted, and he then jumped 
with his parachute, since his body was 
found guite some distance from the 
wrecxed plane. 

A reader of the Air Corps News Letter 
submitted the tribute to the deceased 
officer which is given below. He states 
he is a former enlisted man who was sta- 
tioned at Mitchel Field and who had the 
pleasure and opportunity of working with 
Captain Harmon at various times and con- 
sidered him a personal friend. He adds 
that he discovered this literary effort 
just recently weile going through some 
of his papers, and expresses the —— 
that its pepeeontos at this time wil 
serve to bring back to mind one of the 
finest officers he had had occasion to 
meet in his eight years in the Air 
Corps - rough and ready "Tiny," - whose 
friends in the Air Corps and other 
branches of the service, as well as in 
civil life, were legion. 


Retrospect 


"Tiny," old friend,I- wish that you kmew 

How all the boys at the field miss you, 

Your booming voice and your happy smile, 

Your glad "Hello" to both rank and file, 

Your * (ca alates: hand and encouraging 
wor 

And an optimism so undeterred. 

But the one thing we can ne'er replace 

Is that boyish grin upon your face. 

And I'll wager, if only us mortals could 
see 

That you! re leading the Flight in 


Eternity, ; 
- William Joseph Collins, 
Schenectady, N.Y. 
---000-—— 


Announcement was pemey made by the 
Acting Secretary of War, the Honorable 
Louis Johnson, that airplanes of the GHQ 
Air Force would be sent to Los Angeles 
Calif., in September, in order to parti- 
cipate in the American Legion National 
Convention Parade to be held there on 
wae Se re} 20, 1938. 

olonel Johnson is Past National Com- 
mander of the American Legion, servi 
as the head of this org 





zation in 1852. 





BOY SCOUTS ENJOY BREEZE FROM PROPELLERS 


The personnel of Selfridge Field 
Mich., especially 2nd Lieuts. Herold E. 
Kofahi and Clinton C, Wasem, Air Res., 
were highly complimented by the Port 
Huron TIMES-HERALD for the — 
treatment they accorded the Port Huron 
Boy Scouts upon their visit to the Air 
— field on August 4th. 

e Boy Scouts were conducted on a 
tour of a Field by Lieuts. Kofahl 
and Wasem, and later they were taken to 
the Picnic House on the lake where they 
ate their lunches, The Scouts had a 
fine time watching the planes, and it 
being a very hot degy they took great de- 
light in standing back where the breeze 
from the propellers would cool them off. 

The Boy Scouts were loud in their 

raise of Colonel Henry B. Clagett, the 
Pelfridee Air Base Commander; Licuts. 
Kofahl and Wasem, and Bob Winslow, Past 
President of the Kiwanis Club of Mount 
Clemens, who made arrangements with 
Colonel Clagett for their visit to the 
field. 

---000--= 


Depot supp of the San Antonio Air Devot 
‘ SANT aued from Page 6), 


property account is administered. Yes, 
altogether, it was a big year for the 
Depot Supply Depertment of the San 
Antonio Air Depot. 5 

w~aawQ00=an— 


Enlisted Men to Study Communications 
(iontimacd trom Page 7) 


Transport Squadron, Middletown Air 
-—: Middletown, Pa. 

rivates Clifford W. Kropp, Kenneth 
W. Bradd, Meivin J, Staerk and Private 
lst Class Artie J. Adkins, all of the 
= Observation Squadron, Langley Field, 
a. 
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Major Crumrine (From Page 10). 


oe Pilot and Airplane Observer, 
He holds the Distinguished Flying Cross 
for his participation in 1920 in the 
flight of Army planes from New York to 
. Alaska, and return to Washington, 
D. a 


---000--- 


Selfridge Field, Mich., was highly 
honored and pleased Tuesday, August 9th, 
when, with little or no advance informa- 
tion, Major General Frank M. Andrews, 

GHQ Air Force Commander, dropped out of 
a clear sky and landed onto field, 
Generel Andrews' visit, however, was not 
an. official one, and,after a brief stop 
for refueling his gee the General 
proceeded to Chanute Field, Rantoul, 111. 


816, A.C. 


eneral Andrews was ed @ Douglas C-32, 
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